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PRIMA BALLERINA

When Simone LeAmon and the managing director of Rakumba 
Lighting Michael Murray met in 2009 they hatched a unique 
idea for a design residency. With a view to collaborating on 
a collection of feature lighting they devised an immersive 
program for the exchange of manufacturing know-how and 
design ideas. This led to Simone proposing designs on the 
Rakumba heritage and staff. 

Merging innovation with tradition, LeAmon’s feature lamp 
Prima Ballerina is a theatrical reworking of the iconic 
‘ballerina’ lampshade. Drawing on the narrative of the 
nineteenth century shade to demonstrate the skill of the 
Rakumba craftswomen, Simone sought to recontextualise their 
traditional skill-set for a contemporary audience. Inspired by 
the Rakumba staff she set out to design lighting products to 
speak of Australia’s oldest lampshade manufacturer and the 
expertise and work histories of the wonderful people who 
work for the company.

Prima Ballerina is a superb example of pairing traditional 
knowledge and techniques with leading technology; combining 
the expertise of Rakumba’s craftswomen with the smarts of 
the product development team, LeAmon and Rakumba have 
achieved a completely new lighting product. Prima Ballerina 
is a grand lighting feature, standing over two metres; the 
scale demands the best of the Rakumba craftswomen. Having 
worked side-by-side for near to twenty years LeAmon loves 
the idea that they can combine their history together in the 
one shade.

A leading Australian artist and designer, Simone LeAmon’s protean inventiveness has been applied to 
a vast array of commercial and cultural production, including product design, site specific and interior 
design, jewellery, limited edition collectibles and design-artwork for exhibition. Appearing in galleries 
and showrooms around the world her projects explore the role of storytelling through process and 
material. In 2007 Simone was identified as one of the world’s most exciting designers (&fork, Phaidon 
Press UK). In 2009, Simone received The Cecily and Colin Rigg Contemporary Design Award (National 
Gallery of Victoria), one of the most coveted accolades in Australian design. LeAmon is the guest curator 
of Design for Melbourne Now, the National Gallery of Victoria’s major exhibition for 2013-14 and is an 
Adjunct Professor in the School of Architecture and Design at RMIT University.


